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A year from this week, the 
Joe Biden presidency 
will be either revived or 

comatose. Revived, if  Dem-
ocrats avoid even the small 
election losses that would erase 
their tenuous control of  the 
House or Senate. Comatose, 
if  in January 2023 Republi-
cans control either chamber. 
Whether this occurs will partly 
depend on how comfortable vot-
ers are with President Biden’s 
promiscuous “you name it” 
approach to governance.

In a 1992 presidential debate 
with a town hall format, a 
young man posed a nauseating 
question to President George 
H.W. Bush, Bill Clinton and 
H. Ross Perot: “How can we as 
symbolically the children of  the 
future president, expect the two 
of  you, the three of  you, to meet 
our needs: the needs in hous-
ing, and, and, in crime and, you 
name it.”

The questioner was symp-
tomatic of  many Americans’ 
infantile inflation of  presidents 
as daddies. He also was a har-
binger of  the progressivism as-
cendant in today’s Democratic 
Party: We children have many 
needs and need the federal gov-

ernment to meet all of  them.
Biden’s current precarious 

position is, however, a product 
of  more than his party’s incon-
tinent appetite for swaddling 
Americans in a cradle-to-grave 
blanket of  government so-
licitude. Reasons for Biden’s 
autumn of  discontent include 
incompetence in Afghanistan, 
chaos at the southern border 
and confusion on the presi-
dent’s countenance.

The first of  these is over, and 
next November’s election will 
reveal how indelible its stain 
is on an administration that 
promised a restoration of  exec-
utive branch professionalism. 
The second will be a long- 
running tutorial on the wages 
of  hubris in thinking that a 
problem that has vexed many 
administrations — a 1,954-mile 
land border facing troubled 
developing nations — would 
yield to the cleverness of  the 
virtuous.

Biden’s third problem, which 
is his insufficient aptitude for 
the performative dimension of  
the presidency, can be sur-
mounted if  his aides will serve 
him, and the nation, better. It is 
political malpractice for them 
to put him in situations that 
require skills that he — always 
garrulous, rarely fluent — has 
never possessed. The recent 
CNN town hall was redun-
dant evidence of  this: Biden 
sowed confusion about climate 
science (“if  we reached beyond 
1.5 degrees Celsius increase in 
temperature, we’re gone. Not a 
joke”), who controls the Nation-
al Guard (it’s not him), and Tai-
wan (perhaps we should, but we 
do not, “have a commitment” 
to come to Taiwan’s defense if  
China attacks).

It is unlikely that taciturn 
George Washington, or learned 
but cranky John Quincy 
Adams, or admirable but 
stolid Grover Cleveland, not 
to mention the sainted Calvin 
(“Silent Cal”) Coolidge, would 
have performed with flair when 
required to improvise on tele-
vision. Biden should consider 
this theory: The less we see of  
presidents, the more likely we 

are to admire them.
Dwight Eisenhower was 

sometimes syntactically chal-
lenged when speaking extem-
poraneously, but he came to 
the presidency with experience 
wielding executive power — 
conducting coalition warfare 
— and sometimes his foggy 
sentences disguised his guile. 
Before a 1955 news conference, 
his press secretary, Jim Hag-
erty, urged him not to answer 
reporters’ questions about the 
crisis over Formosa, as Taiwan 
was then known. “Don’t worry, 
Jim,” Eisenhower replied. “If  
that question comes up, I’ll just 
confuse them.” It came up, and 
his wonderfully meandering 
answer began, “The only thing I 
know about war are two things 
…”

With 38 months of  Biden’s 
term remaining, stabilizing 
his presidency is a national 
imperative: Cold-eyed enemies 
of  this nation are assessing 
him. Also, the weaker he seems 
politically, the more likely his 
predecessor is to seek a second 
term, thereby delaying resto-
ration of  the two-party system: 
Today’s tremulous GOP hardly 
counts.

Furthermore, it is in the 
Democratic Party’s interest for 
Biden to begin succeeding, and 
soon. That would make an early 
decision by him to retire in 
January 2025 seem statesman-
like rather than like bowing to 
failure. If  such a decision were 
to come, say, late in 2023, Dem-
ocrats would face an awkward 
fact: Vice President Kamala 
Harris.

As a “woman of  color,” she 
would excite progressives 
obsessed with identity politics, 
but she would be a high-risk 
2024 nominee. Harris has said 
that dropping out of  the com-
petition for the 2020 nomina-
tion was “one of  the hardest 
decisions of  my life.” Actually, 
the Democratic nominating 
electorate made it easy: Voters’ 
unenthusiastic opinion of  her 
was why she left the race  
62 days before the first votes 
were cast in Iowa.

Biden can be remembered 
fondly as the bridge to a better 
politics. But only if  he is more 
politically buoyant than his 
polarizing agenda.

George F. Will is a columnist  
for the Washington Post.

A make-or-break year for Biden starts now

EDITORIAL

Sonoma County might 
finally turn a corner when 
it comes to delivering 

assistance to homeless resi-
dents. There’s still a long way 
to go, but the fact that smaller 
cities are stepping up to help is 
a welcome sign.

For a long time, many housed 
people were able to dismiss 
homelessness as a distant 
concern. “It’s a huge problem 
in San Francisco, 
maybe even in 
Santa Rosa, but not 
in our town,” they’d 
tell themselves. 
Then one day they 
see some tents in a 
park. Maybe an RV 
and a couple of  vans 
park on a street 
for months. Those 
dismissive residents 
find that Califor-
nia’s housing crisis 
touches all corners 
of  the state.

Homelessness can seem like 
an insurmountable challenge, 
and people clamor for quick 
solutions. They want to provide 
shelter to those in need and 
behavioral health care to people 
with substance use disorders. 
They also want the crime, litter, 
drugs, violence and other things 
that diminish quality of  life near 
homeless camps to stop.

Yet there are no quick solu-
tions. The homelessness crisis 
has been years in the making. 
It will take years and many 
steps along the way to end it. 
Every community must do its 
part. Sonoma County and Santa 
Rosa might have the most local 
homeless residents, but they 
cannot fix things alone.

It’s heartening, then, that 
three smaller communities re-
cently have taken action other 
than just sweeping camps and 
hoping they go away.

Most recently, the Sebastopol 
City Council unanimously vot-
ed to create a safe parking pro-
gram that will set aside space 
near the city’s community 
center for people living in RVs. 

Currently, RVs with people liv-
ing in them park on city streets, 
especially Morris Street, which 
has more than a dozen.

The city will work with the 
nonprofit Sonoma Applied 
Village Services on the new safe 
parking program. Crucially, the 
nonprofit will coordinate mental 
health and social services on site 
as well as security. This won’t 
just be someplace to put RVs but 

a place for people 
to get help.

Last month, 
the Petaluma and 
Rohnert Park city 
councils sepa-
rately voted to 
pursue millions 
of  dollars from 
the state through 
Project Homekey. 
That program 
helps communities 
convert underused 
hotels, motels and 
commercial build-

ings into supportive housing 
for the homeless during the 
pandemic. The county has used 
Project Homekey funding to 
purchase and convert hotels in 
Santa Rosa and Sebastopol.

None of these projects will 
provide enough space for every 
homeless resident. None will 
clear every RV and tent visible in 
a public space. But three dozen 
people in a safe RV parking space 
and a few dozen in Project Home-
key sites, and all of a sudden 
those cities start to make a dent 
in the much bigger problem.

With any luck these proj-
ects will demonstrate that 
smaller-scale efforts to engage 
and help homeless residents 
can make a real difference in 
lives and address the safety 
and other concerns of  housed 
residents. Success will open 
the way for more such projects 
down the road.

Homelessness and its impacts 
touch everyone. Finally, more 
communities are stepping up to 
address it rather than demand-
ing someone else figure out a 
solution.

Smaller cities 
step up to address 
homelessness LET THE PUBLIC SPEAK

Refusal has consequences
EDITOR: I want to address 

those who refuse to get vacci-
nated. They kept me away from 
my husband during the last few 
hours of  his life in the hospital. 
He had a medical crisis, and 
due to COVID restrictions I was 
unable to be with him. This 
pandemic could have ended if  
a majority of  Americans had 
gotten the vaccine, but because 
of  some amazing selfishness, 
after almost 20 years of  mar-
riage I was given three minutes 
to say goodbye to my husband. 
I ask those who refuse vaccina-
tion because of  their desire for 
“personal freedom” to go to the 
nearest mirror, look into it and 
say out loud, “Shame on me.” 
Then get the shot.

CONNIE KELLOGG
Sebastopol

Ending racism
EDITOR: Kudos to the Board 

of  Supervisors for grappling 
with the loss of  department 
heads of  color. They need our 
help and support. Historically, 
it has primarily fallen to Black 
people and other people of  color 
to lead the effort to accomplish 
racial equality. Why should it 
be, or can it be, the primary 
responsibility of  nonwhites to 
stop racism among whites?

The people who are in the 
best position to do this are 
whites who are not racist; 
whites who understand the 
destructive scourge that racism 
is, even though they are not 
personally subjected to it, overt-
ly or through microaggressions.

We need the white leadership 
in our local government and in 
our broader community to take 
a strong public stand against 
racism, and they in turn need 
to be openly supported by all in 
the community who share this 
high value. And, yes, just saying 
it is not enough. But it still 
needs to be said.

NANCY CASE SHAFFER
Glen Ellen

Redistricting train wreck
EDITOR: The redistricting 

proposal now before the Board 
of  Supervisors to rearrange the 
boundaries of  the 5th District 
will have extremely negative 

consequences on the heart  
and soul of  west county. The 
proposal is to move about  
50,000 people from District 5 
to District 3 and replace this 
number with the entire city 
of  Rohnert Park, which would 
then be the controlling popula-
tion of  the 5th District.

The county has already 
spent more than $300,000 to 
study, consult and work on this 
initiative, but the big bucks are 
the unintended consequences 
of  accepting any major changes, 
which would necessitate months 
of  work to change voter rolls, 
etc. The unnecessary waste of  
time and money needs to stop.

Even the county’s own 
demographer said there is no 
need to change the districts  
as they are currently well- 
balanced.

Throwing Rohnert Park into 
District 5, or throwing District 5 
into Rohnert Park, is an ar-
ranged marriage no one wants. 
The sheer number of  voters in 
Rohnert Park would disenfran-
chise everyone in west county.

Part of  redistricting’s goal 
is to keep communities of  
interest together. Sea Ranch, 
Guerneville and Rohnert Park 
may be part of  Sonoma County, 
but they have little in common.

PADI SELWYN
Co-chair, Preserve Rural  

Sonoma County

Call it Armistice Day
EDITOR: When you find 

yourself  about to say “Veterans 
Day,” please stop and think. 
The day used to be about peace 
and the end to all wars, and it 
was called Armistice Day. A day 
that was once about the hopes 
and dreams of  a generation 
for a peaceful future has been 
stripped of  its meaning. “Never 
more” has become “forever 
war” and the boundless profits 
to be had from our tax dollars.

During the height of  the Cold 
War, the powers that be made 
it a day for honoring veterans 
so that you would forget the 
peace connection. Too often, 
when you honor the veteran, 
you honor the war. After all, the 
country couldn’t possibly send 
people it honors to kill and die 
in an unnecessary war, could it? 
But it can and it routinely does.

When he was 90, my veteran 
father asked me why everyone 

was suddenly thanking him for 
his service. I explained that it 
was a propaganda campaign to 
put the focus on the veteran so 
that you’d forget about the war. 
He immediately understood.

Please call it Armistice Day. 
Please revive that shellshocked 
generation’s hopes and dreams 
and work for an end to war.

SUSAN C. LAMONT
Santa Rosa

All talk, no action
EDITOR: So the big climate 

summit goes on, like the Super 
Bowl of  talk. Lots of  talking, 
with two of  the biggest players 
and polluters staying away. 
You even reported on China 
gobbling up as much coal as it 
can get and how much carbon 
will be burned here to offload 
the growing line of  containers 
in Long Beach. Again, no real 
solution, just empty talk. How 
much easier can you make it for 
this administration to continue 
to fail? Results? Not needed. 
Just talk, and if  the results turn 
out bad, then the talk shifts to 
blame. How dare you?

STEVE McLAUGHLIN
Windsor

Understanding racism
EDITOR: I would like to 

speak to the very last quote in 
your Oct. 31 editorial (“County 
must prove its commitment to 
workplace diversity”). Super-
visor Susan Gorin said, “What 
has happened really contradicts 
who we are and what we are all 
about.” 

In one statement, Gorin 
completely dismisses the lived 
experiences of  African Ameri-
can women in leadership roles 
who resigned due to racist 
behavior directed at them. This 
is who we are, that’s what they 
told us, and that’s why they 
left. I recommend the following 
article from the Atlantic for 
Sonoma County leaders and 
readers as the county moves 
forward in implementing its 
racial equity and social justice 
initiatives: “The Difference 
Between First-Degree Racism 
and Third-Degree Racism,” by 
John Rice.

SHERYL R. GRAY
Santa Rosa

The 
homelessness 
crisis has been 
years in the 
making. It will 
take years 
and many 
steps to end it. 
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